DRIVING LESSONS 
MAILIN TEKER 


As the sun rises over the gas works for another Bright and sunny day in NEWTOWN . 
STRINGFELLOW SHAW walks past tulips in the front garden shutting the front gate behind him to 
traverse the maze of semi-detached houses to the High Street seeing James Granger walking his 
dog Muttley . 


STRINGFELLOW SHAW Would you like me to phone Keith and tell him to come round . 
JAMES GRAINGER Seeing as me mam's going to see aunty Aspinal and 

| don't want MUTTLEY left on his own ,do that then . 

STRINGFELLOW SHAW Can you come and look after Mutley while we're at school? 


>> >>> >>> 
This morning headmaster Denham is in his son's lounge in the back garden reading paper when 
Cynthia comes out of the kitchen door with a light breakfast . 
MORIS DENHAM Is Lora up yet, | want to ask her permission to book her TRUSCOTT DRIVING 
ACADEMY. 
CYNTHIA She’s just coming down now Maurice and l'Il meet you later if you’re socializing with 
old university friends. 
DENHAM My old chum Henry Truscott is keen to enroll all of class 5b. 
Lora Comes into the garden and says hello to her parents. 
LORA DENHAM Isn't it a nice summer day mum. 

CYNTHIA Yes not too hot and | can rest in the garden while 
you too are off galavanting. 
LORA DENHAM That’s right mum . I’ve got to get over to Stanley RaTCHETS HOUSE 
and go through their valuables while his parents are away. 


She pops a chewing gum in her mouth and places her sunglasses on the end of her nose . 


CYNTHIA Oh yes love and where’s your young man MICHAEL SULLIVAN. 


LORA DENHAM He’s just phoned me and said that he’s going to the British museum with the 
language school to help his father out. 


MAURICE You are still ok with BENEDORNM if i bring some travel brochures back to night then 
LORA. 

LORA DENHAM Yes dad that’s fine, now i have to go as they’re waiting for me at the Ratchet 
house. A mate of ours should come to install solar panels then I'll have a driving lesson to get to . 


CYNTHIA What you're under age you can’t take driving lessons. 

MAURICE Besides I'm signing you up with THE TRUSCOTT DRIVING 
ACADEMY. Old Henry is a good friend of mine and you can take lessons when you reach 
seventeen. 


Lora turns to leave and walks to the side gate leading out to the garage and then the front 
garden. 
LORA DENHAM It’s just a one off lesson on private land mum, nothing to worry about. 


She takes the chewing gum out of her mouth and turns left down the street towards the 
roundabout at the end while writing a shopping list with a bic biro. 


In the ratchet house the gang are reading reviews while waiting for Eric Prince to 
arrive and start work on the solar panels. They are all seated in the living room with the 
net curtains drawn and a dull gray sky threatening rain. 


STANLEY RATCHET My parents have got to the hotel by now , and started there 
holiday. DAVID GARDNER Dirty weekend more like. 

TIM CURRY That’s funny Stanley, Our 
Marta hari will miss your dad popping round. MICHAEL LADIES, Don’t tees 
Stanley where guests in his house. GRAHAM Yes and you’ve had 
the privilege haven’t you Tim, so don’t point your finger at our mates dad. 

TIM 

CURRY I won that privilege fare and square when I was man of the match for 
our first football match. 

ANN FITZGERALD I hope these solar panel 
engineers turn up 


Just then the doorbell rings and Stanley comes out of the kitchen and answers the door. 


JAMES GRAINGER Sorry I’m late boys and girls I had to wait in for the 
foundation taxi service to take Mrs. Aspinal to the day center. Stringfellow can’t make it 
today . MICHAEL SULLIVAN Oh our leader has bottled 
out of driving lessons . LORA DENHAM He’s helping his 
father. 


ERIC PRINCE Pulls up outside the Ratchet residence and unstraps a long ladder from 
the bonnet of his van.He opens the garden gate and hoists the long ladder over his 
shoulder with Phil , his assistant , carrying it along the pathway . 


LORA DENHAM Welcome Eric you have run of the house while we are gone 


Stanley Ratchet pops his head out of the serving hatch saying “ mums left you a salad in the 
fridge for your lunch Mr prince. 


ERIC PRINCE Thanks but first | would like a hand with the panels in the back of the van while 
| put my step ladder up. 
TIM CURRY So how can I become a solar power engineer? 


ERIC PRINCE You can go to the LANG INSTITUTE they do night courses 

The gang go out and along the garden path to Eric’s van and start unloading the solar panels. 
GRAHAM Anything for a party Tim , you know me but these are quite heavy. 

LORA DENHAM _ Yes they are on the heavy side, and could become a potential death trap if 
dropped. 


ANN | don’t want to be in traction for a week and miss driving lessons now 
dol. 

ERIC PRINCE That’s what me and the lad hear are going to avoid, 

MICHAEL SULLIVAN Come on you wimp | can lift two at a time. 


LORA DENHAM ETA of Ruffus and his van is five minutes lads. 


A large recycling van with a steel cage on the back pulls up outside, and two men get out. 
Ruffus Calwell and Roger Clapper park there next to the Mercedes Sprinter and theTrafalgar 
gang assembled by the front gate near the tulips and chrysanthemums . 

JERAMY FITZOLIVER All very well Ruffus but how do we de-fumigate this cage so we can all 
get in the back. 

ROGER HANDS HIM A BROOM AND OPENS THE CAGE DOOR 

ROGER CLAPPER First you sweep it out , and then you won’t get cut on broken glass. 


SIMON MUSGRAVE That’s usually my job. 

ANN FITZGERALD I’m scared already. 

They clamber into the back of the van and RUFFUS takes the road out of town .Through the rush 
hour traffic and the Suburbs then up to the Hills . 


David Gardner Where is this private land we are heading for then. 

RUFFUS The council sent us up to a farm yesterday to clear the site after the MONSTERS 
OF ROCK Festival . 

JAMES We won't be shanghaied into buying lucky white heather then. 
RUFFUS Think yourself lucky you don’t have to cross my palm with silver my 
lad. 


The van takes a steep winding lane out of town towards the hills and farmland plateau, winning 
as Ruffus changes into low gear. 

ANN FITZGERALD Take it slowly mate, I'm sitting on a hardwood floor. 

STRINGFELLOW Yeah drive carefully 

When they get over the top They turn right into the gravel path leading down to a large lake with 
caravans and trucks behind it full of dismantled equipment from the festival . 

The rides have been disassembled , and the large car park is free of all the motorbikes> 


GRAHAM You can’t expect us to take this trash wagon up and down farmers 
fields can you Ruffus. 


ROGER CLAPPER We'll park up on the loose gravel pathway and show you simple 
maneuvers first. 
RUFFUS Trust me if you can handle this wagon on this site then you'll be fine 


around town in a motor. 


JAMES I’M FIRST WITH THE three point turn . 


The van maneuvers into the field and they all disembark. Men are packing away the large 
marquee tent in a lorry at the head of a convoy of assorted vehicles ready to leave. 
A large man with a dirty mustard vest strides purposefully towards them, 


GRAHAM We got your back if there’s any trouble Ruffus. 

DAVE You couldn’t wait till we left could you, it’s hard work moving a funfair 

RUFFUS We were here yesterday clearing up all the litter that this event has created and the 
council hasn’t even charged you for it, so I’m here to show the kids how to drive. 


DAVE Only kidding my friend and I’m not going to charge you for the use of my facilities. 
JERAMY FITZOLIVER We were all here at the weekend and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves Sir. 
JAMES GRAINGER Anyway, are you the farmer? It's great to meet you. 
TIM GRANGER Stop saying that James. 

DAVE In that case we shall leave you two, but l'Il expect to see you 
here next year for the summer. 

GRAHAM You can count on that Sir. 

DAVE I've got three lucky raffle tickets at a bargain price and only cost you a 
Pavarotti . 
ANN FITZGERALD What's Pavarotti? 
DAVE it's a tenor ain't’ it. 


Dave leaves the car park and gets into the cab of the leading lorry shouting “mount up everyone 
“before closing the door. 
STANLEY RATCHET | was quite scared there for a minute. 


As the last of the gypsy convoy starts over the hill towards the road taking them out of town . 
James gets behind the wheel of the van and starts the engine. 


RUFFUS | don’t want too many skids destroying this surface or you're all 
coming back with rakes to even it out. 
JAMES Stand on me guvnour, these hands are finely 

tuned pianist’s fingers from caressing maidens thighs. 

GRAHAM When have you been caressing 
maidens’ thighs then James. 
He lets go of the clutch and the van stalls . The recycling truck makes a three point turn in the 
farm car park . 


ROGER CLAPPER That’s very fine maneuvering James, you should have a prize, 
RUFFUS That’s right lad, | didn’t tell you. I’m giving the leader keys for 
the flat this weekend so you can water my snake and feed the mongoose. 
GRAHAM Right then I'll take the keys and it’s me next 
with the parallel parking. I'm your leader today . 
JAMES Year stop making that racket 
and get yourself down the shops. 
GRAHAM We'll he’s not here is he , he’s gone to the British museum with his dad 
and l'Il have the keys. 
Graham gets into the front of the cab and takes the parking brake off and presses down on the 
clutch pedal. 
TIM Hold on to something everyone. 
ROGER CLAPPER Well done bird brain of Britain it’s your turn for the hill start. 
DAVID GARDNER Where are you going then Ruffus. 


RUFFUS Well lads I’ve been with ALEXIS for two months and we have to get away 
from this shower at Troutbridge and Roger here so we are going for a weekend at THE PREMIER 
INN. 


JAMES You're gonna treat her to a nice time then Ruffus . 
DAVID YEAH you did in SUFFERING SUCCOTASH, 
GRAHAM Yeah we won't forget that in a hurry, we came to the park for a shoe 
shine RUFFUS That was for the play and ALEXIS was acting her socks off. 
ANN FITZGERALD Yeah she told me she does a lot of acting, isn’t that right. 
RUFFUS Just get in the cab and show us your maneuvers. Try not to stall 


it like James did. 


At the ARNDALE CENTRE Sir RICHARD RTICHARD is mopping up a carton of orange juice when 
MARTA HARI walks past in a pretty floral dress and nylons with three inch heels. 

The smell of fried food leads her to the other exit where Dickey's dinner has served a healthy 
trade of hungry people and she lets a gent open the door for her. 

MART HARI brexit 50/50 

99 not from where I’m standing 99 says the dapper gentleman. 


When she enters the café MIGHTY WHITE gets up saying “ here comes the shella, rack another 
stack on the grill dickey and we'll have two fresh coffee’s 

MARA TARI Let me take the wait off, my pins are killing me. 

MIGHTY WHITE PARK YOUR POSTERIOR DOWN HERE WHILE | POINT PERCY AT THE POSALAIN 
DARLIN> 

MARTA starts to check her FOUNDATION in her little compact while giving a wink to Dickey 
behind the serving table,as Mighty white returns from the lavatory and sits down. 


MIGHTY WHITE Get the teas in and I'll tell you about the Ozzy from parth with a very 
wide girth who lifted his yashmak and showed his didgeridoo. 

MARTA HARI Yes and you can clean your teeth first or you ain’t getting the full unit. 
MIGHTY WHITE Yes dear but you're getting the full unit. 

MARTA HARI Anyway what brings you back down to my neck of the woods” she says 
while staring her coffee. 

MIGHTY WHITE I’m down for the TRAFALGAR GANG Cricket match against coal hill 
comprehensive tomorrow . 

MARTA HARI Yes they'll be round my Gilbert's house while he’s over at the TRAVELODGE. 
MIGHTY WHITE | might give them a knock Just to confirm arrangements for the match. You 


should have seen how Michael tackled that defender for the Stretch Armstrong's last week. My 
sound engineer has booked into a hotel and tonight it could be just you and me love what you 
Say. 

They get up and leave the café and walk back up the main aisle of the ARNDALE CENTRE past 
the bargain bed center where Sir Richard is removing chewing gum from one of the head boards 
inside. 

DICKY NOTHING to be scared of , so come back soon. 


STRINGFELLOW enters the large double doors of the pub and makes his way along an aisle of 
tables to a bar. 

It takes him a while just to find his dad, but when he spots him he is shocked to see the 
company. The sports presenter sees him as he walks up to his father saying “Hey Stringfellow 
my old mucker come over here .” MIGHTY WHITE So when | left your son mate, | 


said | would tell the Shella next to me about the Ozzie from Perth with a very wide girth, and she 


took me home. Stringfellow Dad | see you've 
bumped into our sports presenter for PANORAMA CHEMICALS. How are ya ? 

MIGHTY WHITE I’m dryer than an aboriginals jock strap mate , what will it be Christopher. 
CHISTOPHER l'II have another LAGER George and it’s my round next. HIS DAD gets up 


from their table and walks to the bar. 


While his dad is at the bar MARTA HARI walks in and gives MIGHTY WHITE a hug before sitting 
down next to him. 

MIGHTY WHITE Faired income love you don’t get many of them to the pound eh Stringfellow. 
STRINGFELLOW Oh so it was you who stole our sports presenter from down under from under 
us yesterday Marta. 

MARTA pulls stringfellow towards her . 

MARTA HARI Keep your voice down, you'll make my regulars jealous “ and points her 
finger around the bar. 

Stringfellow slumps down in his seat trying not to get noticed as his Father comes back with a 
tray of drinks. 

MIGHTY WHITE This here is the little lady | shacked up with last night Chris. 


CHISTOPHER SHAW | don’t believe | have had the pleasure. How do you do? 
MARTA | do alright for myself “ she says, patting her shoulder length hair . [I 
was just saying to George here that he should come down for the boys' next football match, 
wasn't | George. ] MIGHTY WHITE | can swing it with My boss to have a sound crew 


down when you play your next match live on MOSS RADIO . 

STRINGFELLOW Do you think you'll get that job then dad, and start driving again. 
CHISTOPHER SHAW I’ve been called for a second interview . There could be 

overnight stops and long hours away from home. 

Stringfellow gets up to leave squeezing past the banister and down a level heading for the front 

entrance . 

STRINGFELLOW SHAW If it's what you want dad go for it, | have to go meet the gang and tell 

them the good news.!| might even help you when you take the language students to a gallery . 

JAMES GRAINGER waits for STRINGFELLOW and they walk towards the town hall. 

When Stanley makes it to the town hall storm clouds are gathering and a throng of protesters 

are in a semicircle at the bottom of the main entrance. 

CONSTANCE FRIDGE And the latest cuts in local government spending will reduce the lollipop 

ladies to MAVIS HERE. “ She says, pointing at her number two beside her. 

CONSTANCE You council seem hell bent on reducing services to the community, and 

| say no more shall we stand by and let the community suffer. 

JUST THEN the storm clouds grow dark , there is a clap of thunder and rain pours down on her 

audience. 

Stanley stops handing out flyers and runs over to his friends. 

GRAHAM Come out of the rain young man 

JERAMY He’s right you know, not head boy for nothing. 

MICHAEL And CAMBELLS don’t brew the finest SOUP in the highlands for nothing. 

By now Constance thinks she has the audience hooked and she goes for her favorite. 

CONSTANCE While reducing services they are granting licenses to drinking and immoral 

earnings such as lap dance clubs and bad table manners. 

CRACKERJACK SEE HARRY REDFURN: TIME DETECTIVE 

Mavis taps her on the arm “there’s nobody here CONSTANCE, they seem to have gone over to 

the pub to get out of the rain.” 


Gilbert takes his wife by the hand saying time to go home love 

and Gloria says goodbye to her women's institute friends. 

JERAMY It better get done before the next rehearsal in my church hall. 
STRINGFELLOW And agree on a trip to FELIXSTOWE . 


CHRISTOPHER SHAW HAVE A GOOD TIME WITH THE LANGUAGE CLASS at the museum 
yesterday son, | didn’t lose any of my students and they all followed you back to the coach. 


STRINGFELLOW SHAW You know me dad | have my way with the shellas and | had the 
most amazing dream next to the Chinese section. 
STRINGFELLOW SHAW leaves 42 vernon street after collecting his satchel and walks 


down the garden path, opens the gate and closes it quietly behind him .He charges down the 
steep incline where The TRAFALGAR GANG are assembled in a circle of tree trunks and oil barrels 


DAVID MANNING glad you're here as me mam will pick us all up in half an hour mate. 
STANLEY RATCHET so are we going to get another driving lesson in that farmers field where 
they held the Monsters of Rock Festival . 


STRINGFELLOW SHAW oh yeah that'll stand this in good stead for the trust got Driving 
Academy, so we should all pass 

STANLEY RATCHET Ok let's go I've got to Console my mum if her candidate loses 
the election rally. 

TIM CURRY The amount of gone off food in my fridge gets my vote . 
STRINGFELLOW Right, let's get going if fatso’s tum is rumbling. 


They head out of the forest and walk along the street to the corner where Gardener’s mam is 
waiting with the minibus. 

PENELOPE GARDNER Get in then and try and squeeze yourselves or l'Il have to come back for 
one of you. 


